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pleasure in his exquisite possessions. He had become blind to
quasi-perfection, and could see nothing but the imperceptible
flaw. He was like the "sure-enough Princess" in the folk tale,
who could not sleep because of the cherry pit under the thick
downy bed. Thus there is eternal conflict between the taste
that means zest, relish, gusto, and the taste which prides itself
on squeamishness. Yet they are part of the same process: pro-
tection and expansion are both indispensable to life.

So far, we have considered individual taste and collective
taste as parallel, and possibly antagonistic: Society attempts to
impose conformity upon man, and man seeks to maintain his
independence. But the two are normally found in friendly and
fruitful association. For self-realization is most complete in
contact with other personalities. What the individual needs is
not solitude, but sympathy. Even conflict is better than loneli-
ness. The rule of taste, as we have defined it above, applies to
the selection of friends. It consists in drawing the line so as
to exclude uncongenial people, and so as to include those with
whom you desire to associate. Your social standard is but an
extension of your personal ideal. You crave the company of
gentlemen, because you want to be a gentleman.

This is fulfillment, not sacrifice; yet it cannot be achieved
without a compromise. You have to fit yourself for the company
you have chosen. You have to submit to a certain degree of
formal, artificial conformity, for the sake of the deep-seated
harmony which is your goal. You may have to give up some
minor aspects of your personal taste 5 you may have to adopt,
without any profound conviction, certain minor aspects of col-
lective taste. All this is legitimate enough if, on the whole, you
are more fully yourself within the group than you would be
without.

If, on the contrary, the self is stifled by the group, then the
loss may be disastrous. Acquiescence is no longer a willing and
mutually advantageous compromise, it is a capitulation. In so-
ciety, it leads to sheer snobbishness *y man gives up his own worth
and thinks only of rank and station j the "right" thing is the